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Office of General Counsel
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Weskingion, DC 20004 ~ SENSITIVE

Re: Revised Complaint — Notary Affidavit

A2V 9¢ 30 W

I am writing on behalf of the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights -- a non-profit. non-
" partisan public interest organization -- to request that you launch an investigation into corporate
interference in the 2002 elecnon cycle.

. . A November 6lh election analysis developed by the corporate law firm Piper Rudmck outlines corporate.
political activism in the last election which appears to be illegal electoral activity. Federal law prohibits
partisan communications by employers to rank and file workers about voting. Nonctheless Piper
Rudnick’s presentation, attached, describes corporate “Get Out The Vote” (GOTV) efforts targeted at
employees as partisan, part of a “ground war,” and as comparable to GOTV efforts by labor unions.

which are permitted to be partisan

Sec. 441b of the Federal Election Campaign Act states that it is unlawful-for any corporation to make a

contribution or expenditure in connection with a national election. for Senator or Representative in
Congress, that is directed at rank and file workers. unless that expenditure is nonpartisan in nature. or is
intended solely to get out the vote, and does not express a preference for any candidate.

The business communications to employees outlined in the Piper Rudnick analysis appear to cross this
line because. the analysis emphasizes business involvement as "pivotal in close Republican victories.”

Among the specific activities and business organizations referenced in Piper Rudmck s presematnon
which should be exammed for violation of federal law:

o “U.S. Chamber of Commerce: Print tens of thousands. of *Vote! It's Your Business inserts for
employees’ paycheck envelopes in states with key Senate and House races:”
o “National Beer Wholesalers Association (NBWA): Insert voting information flicrs into
employees’ paycheck envelopes:™
' e *“Business and Industry Political Action Committee (BIPAC): Devclop voter guide for 5.000
companies/20 million employees.™
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‘ o “Household International: Internal voter registration drive, e-mail to workers, distribute
candidate position charts.” S

The Federal Election Commission should immediately request copies of each of these employee
communications, as well as any other contact between corporations and their employees this election
cycle. Piper Rudnick was privy to the actions of only a portion of the business community and
compliance with federal elections law must be ensured across the corporate spectrum.

The Federal Eléction Commission was created specifically to administer and enforce the provisions of
the Federal Elections Campaign Act. It is the responsibility of your office to ensure compliance with the
laws that safeguard the public against such unlawful corporate intrusion into the electoral process.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. ] would appreciate a written response to this
inquiry. '

Sincerely,

Canhen Balber
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